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Mandarin Course Requirements for NTHU International Students

Approved at the 3rd University Curriculum Committee Meeting of Academic Year 2018-2019 on May 31, 2019
Amended at the 1st University Curriculum Committee Meeting of Academic Year 2019-2020 on December 19, 2019
Amended at the 3rd University Curriculum Committee Meeting of Academic Year 2019-2020 on June 5, 2020

Amended at the 2nd University Curriculum Committee Meeting of Academic Year 2025-2026 on May 26, 2026

These guidelines aim to improve the learning effectiveness and Mandarin ability of international
students at NTHU. They also seek to promote language and cultural exchange within the
university.

"International students" means students who fit Article 3 of the NTHU Regulations Regarding
International Student Admissions.

The Chinese Language Center (CLC), part of the Academic Affairs Office, runs the NTHU
Mandarin courses.

These requirements apply to international students enrolled in bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral
programs under the NTHU Regulations Regarding International Student Admissions. The
following students are not subject to these requirements:

4.1 Students enrolled in the TIGP (Taiwan International Graduate Program).
4.2 Students whose admission requirements specify Chinese proficiency at or above TOCFL
Level C1.

Mandarin course requirements for IBP Group A: International Chinese Language with Multiple
Disciplines students shall be governed by the Tsing Hua College International Bachelor's
Degree Program. Group A: International Chinese Language with Multiple Disciplines
Compulsory Courses, Credits, and Graduation Requirements.

Based on how long each degree lasts, each student must earn a set number of Mandarin credits
and meet set standards. You can take the following courses: Mandarin Basic I-I1I, Mandarin
Intermediate I-II1, Mandarin High-Intermediate I-III, Mandarin Advanced I-III, Business
Chinese I-11I, and News Mandarin I-II.

Requirements for Bachelor’s Degree International Students

7.1  International bachelor’s degree Students shall complete 8 credits of Mandarin courses
within their first four semesters after enrollment. Students who fail to meet this
requirement shall complete 12 credits of Mandarin courses before graduation.

7.2 Students who finish 4 credits of Mandarin courses that count toward graduation do not
have to take “College Chinese” (2 credits). Students in 4.2 may take Mandarin Advanced
IT and III (6 credits). Once the credits count, they do not have to take “College Chinese” (2
credits).

7.3  Mandarin course credits for undergraduate international students may or may not be counted
toward graduation. The regulations for credits that can be counted toward graduation are as
follows (see Table 1):



7.3.1 Credits recognized toward graduation: See [Table 1]
Regardless of whether students possess TOCFL Level A2 at admission, Mandarin
courses may be recognized toward graduation credits, up to a maximum of 8 credits
(see Table 4), only if all of the following conditions are met:

7.3.1.1 The level of the Mandarin course taken must be higher than the TOCFL level

required for admission.

7.3.1.2 The student must pass an official TOCFL test at a level higher than the admission

requirement.

7.3.1.3 The following documents must be submitted for verification:
(1) Official transcript of completed Mandarin courses

(2) TOCFL score report and certificate (The TOCFL test date must be later than the
course completion date)

These documents must be reviewed and approved by the CLC before the credits can be
counted toward graduation.

7.3.1.4 The application must be submitted before the end of the semester prior to graduation:
- For students graduating in the spring semester: by January 31 of the same year.
- For students graduating in the fall semester: by July 31 of the previous year.
*Late submission may delay graduation.
7.3.2 Credits not recognized toward graduation but eligible for credit reduction or waiver

under 7.3.2: See [Table 2]

7.3.2.1 If the admission guidelines did not require proof of TOCFL proficiency:
a. Students who passed TOCFL Level A2 before admission may apply for a
waiver of the Mandarin course requirement.
b. Students who passed TOCFL Level Al before admission may apply for a
reduction of 4 Mandarin course credits.
c. Submit applications for credit reduction or waiver to the CLC. Attach relevant
TOCFL score reports and certificates.

7.3.2.2 If the admission guidelines required TOCFL Level A2:
a. Submit the TOCFL Level A2 score report and certificate used for admission—
complete verification by the CLC to obtain a waiver of the Mandarin course
requirement.
b. Students can take any Mandarin course, no matter the level.

7.4 All Mandarin courses taken by bachelor’s students count in GPA, ranking, and T-score
calculations, regardless of credit recognition.

8 Requirements for Master’s Degree International Students, See [Table 3]

8.1 Master’s degree international students shall complete 4 credits of Mandarin courses before
graduation. The graduation timeline shall be governed by the NTHU Master’s Degree Exam
Statutes.

8.2  If students do one of the following, they can give proof to the CLC to skip the Mandarin
course requirement:
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8.2.1 Passing TOCFL Level A1l or above.
8.2.2 Passing the CLC placement or waiver test at Level Al or above.

8.3 Mandarin courses for master’s students will not count toward GPA, class rank, T-score, or
graduation credits.

Requirements for International Students in Doctoral Program, See [Table 3]

9.1 Doctoral Program international students shall complete 8 credits of Mandarin courses before
graduation. For detailed information on graduation regulations, refer to NTHU Doctoral

Degree Exam Statutes.

9.2 Students who meet the following requirements can give proof to the CLC to skip or reduce
the required credits:

9.2.1 Passing the TOCFL or the CLC waiver test at Level A2 or above may apply for a full
waiver of the Mandarin course requirement.

9.2.2 Passing the TOCFL or the CLC waiver test at the Level A1 may apply for a 4-credit
reduction.

9.3 Mandarin courses taken by doctoral students are not included in GPA, ranking, T-score,
or graduation credits.

If you have completed Mandarin courses under a different degree program at NTHU or another
institution within the University System of Taiwan, you may apply to the CLC for a credit
reduction or waiver.

These requirements shall take effect upon approval by the University Curriculum Committee
and shall apply to international students admitted in Academic Year 2026 Fall and thereafter.

*The English translation is provided for reference only and shall have no legal effect. In case of
any discrepancy, the Chinese version shall prevail.



[Table 1] Methods for Recognizing Mandarin Course Credits Toward Graduation for Bachelor’s Degree

International Students

(All credits are included in GPA calculations, maximum recognized credits: §8)

Admission Mandarin Course Graduation
TOCFL . Course Requirements for Earning Credits
. Requirements
Requirement

None (applicable | 1. Complete 8 credits within

only to IBP the first four semesters.
English-taught 2. Complete 12 credits before
programs) graduation.

Eligible to apply for a waiver of
A2 (or above) Mandarin course requirements at
the CLC(no credits awarded)

1. The Mandarin course level must be
higher than the admission requirement,
and students must obtain a corresponding
TOCFL certificate after completing the
course.

2. Please refer to Table 4 for course-to-
TOCFL level requirements.

[Table 2] Credit Reduction or Waiver for Mandarin Courses (Not Recognized Toward Graduation

Credits) for Bachelor’s Degree International Students

(All credits are included in GPA calculations)

Admission TOCFL Option (1): Course
Requirement Completion

Option (2): Credit Reduction /
TOCFL Waiver (Not recognized
Certificate toward graduation credits)

1. Complete 8 credits

Full waiver of Mandarin

A2 (or above) semesters.
2. Complete 12 credits

before graduation.

None (applicable only within the first four A2 courses
to IBP English-taught semesters.
programs) 2. Complete 12 credits
before graduation. Al Reduction of 4 credits
1. Complete 8 credits
within the first four A2 Full waiver of Mandarin

courses

[Table 2] Note:

Students may choose either (1) course completion or (2) TOCFL result.
After waiver/reduction, students are still required to complete 2 credits of “College Chinese.”




[Table 3] Mandarin Course Requirements for Master’s and Doctoral Degree International Students

(Not counted toward graduation credits or GPA calculations)

Degree Admission TOCFL Requirements under These Regulations
Program Requirement
None Complete 4 credits before graduation.
Master’s
Degree Al (or above) Apply to the CLC for a waiver of the Mandarin course
requirement.
None Complete 8 credits before graduation.
Al Apply to the CLC for a reduction of 4 credits; only 4 credits
Doctoral . .
are required before graduation.
Degree
A2 (or above) Apply to the CLC for a waiver of the Mandarin course
requirement.




[Table 4] Chinese Language Course Level Chart
National Tsing Hua University Chinese Language Center

Applicable to international undergraduate students enrolled from the Academic Year 2026 Fall onward

Credits may count

TOCFL level RES(EII;LIE\I/Z[IernemEifeL d toward graduation
Course Title required for g q (up to 8 credits) for
.. after
admission . undergraduate students
course completion
only
Mandarin Basic | 0 Novicel -~ 2 4
Mandarin Basic II Novice 2 Al 4
Mandarin Basic III Al A2 4
Mandarin Intermediate I A2 Bl 4
Mandarin Intermediate 11 A2 Bl 4
Mandarin Intermediate 111 A2 Bl 4
Mandarin High-Intermediate I B1 B2 4
Mandarin High-Intermediate 11 B1 B2 4
Mandarin High-Intermediate III B2 Cl 3
Mandarin Advanced | B2 C1 3
Mandarin Advanced 11 Cl1 C2 3
Mandarin Advanced 111 Cl1 C2 3
Business Chinese 1 A2 B1 3
Business Chinese 11 A2 B1 3
News Mandarin | A2 B1 2
News Mandarin 11 A2 B1 2

The course level you take must be the same as or higher than the TOCFL level required for admission.

After the test, you must reach the TOCFL level listed in this chart to receive credits.

Please submit Attachment 1 to the CLC to apply for credit approval.




[Attachment 1] Application for Recognition of Mandarin Course Credits Toward Graduation
(NTHU - Applicable to International undergraduate Students Admitted from Academic Year 2026 Fall)

Name: Department / Program:
Student ID: Year of Study :

Date of
Application

/ /

(1) Admission TOCFL Requirement
Please attach supporting documents from the admission brochure.

Verification Result
(To be completed by the CLC)

Level:
oNone (4pplicable only to IBP English-taught programs)
oLevel A2 o Other:

( 2 ) Mandarin Courses Completed (Official transcript required)

Verification Result

Reviewed by CLC Staff

No. Course Title Credits Term Taken Grade

( 3 ) Highest TOCFL Level Passed After Course Completion

(The test date must be later than the course completion date.)

Result: oNovice 1 oNovice 2 oLevel Al
oLevel A2 (A2 or below (inclusive) — applicable only to IBP English-taught programs)
o Level B1 o Other:
Test Date: / /

Certificate No.

Credits Eligible for
Recognition Toward
Graduation

O credits

* Maximum credits
recognized toward
graduation: 8 credits

CLC
Stamp

Approval Date

Notes 1. Please submit soft copies of the TOCFL certificate, TOCFL score report, and transcripts of completed Mandarin courses to the CLC.
Credit recognition shall be processed in accordance with 7.3.1 of the Mandarin Course Requirements for NTHU International Students.
2. This form shall be prepared in duplicate: one copy retained by the CLC for record, and one E-copy provided to the student.
3. Application deadline: The application must be submitted before the end of the semester prior to graduation. Late submission may delay graduation.




